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RESUMO. Notas sobre registros brasileiros de Campylopterus duidae Chapman, 1929. O beija-flor endêmico do Pantepui, Campylopterus
duidae, deixara de ser considerado espécie brasileira, porquanto os registros atribuíveis ao Brasil provaram ser inconsistentes. Todavia, uma consulta
orientada ao acervo da Coleção Ornitológica Phelps, Caracas, revelou a existência de oito exemplares de C. duidae obtidos no lado brasileiro da
fronteira com a Venezuela, ainda não relatados na literatura. Esta nota torna disponível dados desse material e, por conseguinte, restabelece ao táxon
a sua condição de brasileiro.
KEY WORDS: birds, Brazil, Buff-breasted Sabrewing, distribution, Trochilidae.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE: aves, Brasil, Campylopterus duidae, distribuição, Trochilidae.

The description of Buff-breasted Sabrewing (Campylop-
terus duidae) was one of the first results of a successful
expedition by the American Museum of Natural History
to the headwaters of the Orinoco (Mt. Duida) in the south
of Venezuela, undertaken in 1928-29 with the financial
support of the historian and photographer Sidney F. Tyler
Jr. (Chapman 1929). The collection of the holotype of C.
duidae (AMNH 245919, January 7, 1929) is attributed to
the Olalla brothers (Alfonso and Ramón), who were
responsible for most of the 6,410 bird specimens collected
on the expedition, which was led by Dr. George H. H. Tate
(Chapman 1929, Phelps 1945:346, Greenway 1978:167).

This endemic species of the Pantepui region has since
been recorded in southern Venezuela in other western tepuis
(Yavi, Paru, Huachamacari, Paraque, Neblina) and in at
least two of the tepuis of the central region (Jaua,
Guaiquinima), in the subtropical zone between 1,200 and
2,000 m elevation (Phelps and Phelps 1958:189, Meyer de
Schauensee and Phelps 1978:136, Willard et al. 1991:79).

Ruschi (1964) stated that he collected C. duidae in the
Serra de Imerí, Amazonas in December 1963. However,
he had already treated the species as being Brazilian in
two articles published shortly before this date (Ruschi
1963a: 28th October 1963, Ruschi 1963b: 28th November
1963), although he nowhere mentions any other Brazilian

specimen. There are no specimens of the species in his
collection in the Museu de Biologia Prof. Mello Leitão
(Vielliard 1994) and there is evidence to suggest that
Ruschi had never been in the part of Brazil bordering
Venezuela (Pacheco 1995). It may be doubted whether he
actually collected the species.

Three major works of compilation (Meyer de
Schauensee 1966:162, Pinto 1978:193, Sick 1985:374)
included Brazil within the range of C. duidae. Meyer de
Schauensee (1966) specified “Northern Brazil near the
Venezuelan border (Serra Imeri, Ruschi, 1964) and Cerro
de la Neblina (fide Phelps and Phelps)”. Pinto (1978)
referred to “e adjacente região do norte extremo do Brasil
(Serra Imeri) [and the adjoining region in the extreme north
of Brazil (Serra Imeri)]”. Sick (1985) merely stated “Na
fronteira com a Venezuela há mais duas espécies:
Campylopterus hyperythrus e Campylopterus duidae [On
the border with Venezuela there are two more species: C.
hyperythrus and C. duidae]”. Clearly the sources for these
statements were the Venezuelan records of C. duidae for
the Cerro de la Neblina, obtained in 1954 (Phelps and
Phelps 1965), together with the record of Ruschi (1964)
which at the time was unquestioned. The lack of a
verifiable indication of the presence of C. duidae in Brazil
led to its removal from the last revision of Sick (1997:444).
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A recent enquiry at the Phelps Ornithological
Collection, Caracas revealed the existence of specimens
(table 1) whose labels indicate that they were collected at
sites inside Brazil, but which appear to have been
overlooked for more than 30 years. On the basis of these
specimens, collected inside Brazil in the border region of
the Pico da Neblina, the species should be restored to the
Brazilian list.
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Table 1. Brazilian specimens of C. duidae in the Phelps Ornithological Collection, Caracas.

Serial No.            Location Coordinates Month/Year     Collector

COP 66996 Cerro La Neblina, 2400 m 00°50'N, 66°00'W Feb 1965 Reinaldo Morales

COP 66997 Cerro La Neblina, 2400 m 00°50'N, 66°00'W Feb 1965 Reinaldo Morales

COP 70597 Neblina BB-5, 2350 m 00°49'N, 65°58'W Mar 1967 Otacilio Tavares

COP 70440 Brazil, Neblina, 2000 m c. 00°50'N, 66°00'W Nov 1970 Francisco Caldas

COP 70441 Brazil, Neblina, 2000 m c. 00°50'N, 66°00'W Nov 1970 Francisco Caldas

COP 70442 Brazil, Neblina, 2000 m c. 00°50'N, 66°00'W Nov 1970 Francisco Caldas

COP 70443 Brazil, Neblina, 1500 m c. 00°50'N, 66°00'W Nov 1970 Francisco Caldas

COP 70439 Brazil, Neblina, 1500 m c. 00°50'N, 66°00'W Dec 1970 Francisco Caldas




